Monthly Service at Konko Church of Chicago
November 10, 2024

Good morning! Happy Sunday in this new week of Kami’s blessings! And thank
you very much for joining today’s service. This is our monthly service for November
2024. I hope each one of you is in good health & excellent spirits on this beautiful autumn
morning.

On Nov. 29, KC Airaku will hold the 30" Anniversary Memorial Service for my
mentor, Rev Soichiro Otsubo, founding minister of Airaku Church. He devoted himself
to serving Kami & people throughout his life and pursued our founder’s life of faith so
sincerely with all his heart that he finally made clear the way for anyone to manifest the
true way of Konko.

I met Rev. Otsubo at age 15 and was awestruck by his great dignity and gentle
nature. The more I listened to his teachings, the more I could not help but be drawn to
them and understand the essence of our founder’s faith. Then, through Kami’s great
arrangements to master it I became one of his trainees at age 26 and be of service for true
world peace.

I trained myself under his guidance for nearly 20 years. As our founder taught us,
To practice faith is to live day to day, Rev. Otsubo deepened his faith day to day. So,
my days as a trainee were spent just trying to understand his everyday Gorikai (morning
sermons) and in this way become fulfilled.

I owe everything I am today to Shodai Oyasensei. 1 could learn and understand
our founder’s faith through him, and had an earnest desire to manifest the true way of
Konko in the world. I cannot help but express my heartfelt gratitude to him.

Occasionally Shodai would give his precious innermost words to me. Today I
want to talk about the most important words he gave me.

It happened the day my family and I were leaving KC Airaku to do missionary
work in the USA. It was on September 5 in 1994. At that time Shodai was undergoing
dialysis and was led around in a wheelchair.

He came to the worship hall of KC Airaku to offer prayers, when I was offering
prayers for our departure. I expressed my deepest gratitude to him and moved on to leave
through the church entrance. While saying good-bye to those who had come to see us off,
someone shouted that Shodai was coming. Immediately I rushed to him. He was
unconscious in his wheelchair. But soon he regained consciousness and said to me,



1 just received the revelation of whole dried radish.
Because it is dried whole, it will never rot.

What a revelation it was! How deep Kami’s wish was for me! Immediately I
pledged to Kami and Shodai, saying, “By deepening my ‘unbreakable peaceful & joyful
heart,” please allow me to become a ‘major root’ for missionary work in North America.”

Whole dried radish in Japanese is written, L.+ L K4R and
means ‘round heart.” It’s the same as ‘peaceful joyful heart.” Ir will
never rot means ‘unbreakable.” Daikon in Japanese means ‘radish.’

Through his revelation, Kami’s deep wish for me became clear. I felt an
overwhelming desire to fulfill this wish of Kami, and at the same time I was made aware
of the weight of this responsibility. From the beginning of my missionary work in the
USA, I wished to prove that my peaceful & joyful heart surely would open the true way

Even though my efforts have not been enough, Kami’s works are appearing
vividly; Kami is deepening my heart and everything is being arranged so wonderfully.
KC Chicago was established in 2009 and I came to know many young Americans in other
states through email or other means. Each was interested in the Konko Faith, so every
month I would send them my monthly sermons; each time sending to more than 40
Americans. I also have had Line mediation with one of them an hour each week for more
than two years.

No matter how hard I try to live a Kami-centered life, I still have a tendency to do
things by my own power. Always Kami has requested that I not do things my own way,
but in Kami’s way. As [ welcome Shodai’s anniversary memorial this month Kami, again,
has pointed out this problem of mine.

Each moment of life is so precious, and each happening is precious, too. [ now try
to totally rid myself of selfishness. And by realizing I have no power, no ability and no
talent to do anything on my own, I do my best each and every moment to leave everything
up to Kami. With each precious happening, I try to look deeply within my heart, and do
everything in Kami’s way.

And that is how Kami starts to work so vividly for KC Chicago. Recently a new
couple living in Chicago has joined us at KC Chicago; and one young American wants
Line mediation with me.



My prayer is,

“By the Virtue & Mediation of Shodai Oyasensei & our Founder,
lkigami Konko Daijin, let me pray to Tenchi Kane No Kami for the
prosperity of humankind & for attaining true world peace.

“Please end the cycle of human history that has continued for thousands
of years, whereby human powers wish to domination others, and
establish an era of Wagakokoro (peaceful joyful heart), whereby Divinity
& humanity can meet together in prayer, rejoice together in gratitude &
delight together in mutual satisfaction. Allow me to do my best to
accomplish this divine wish.

“For that, please let me devote myself to respecting each happening as
Kami’s doing with gratitude, and to deepen my peaceful joyful heart to
the extent it will resonate throughout heaven & earth and embrace the
world.”

In my daily life I continue to recite this prayer to Tenchi Kane No Kami as often as
possible.
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